
The programmes CIR-CE and COIN

Fostering transnational SME-networks in 
Innovation and Research
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STRAPAMO – CIR-CE - COIN

STRAPAMO pilot action
main focus: Central Europe

1 call, 1 M€
1 project with Croatia

CIR-CE programme
Central and Southeastern Europe

2 calls, total 5-6 M€
4 projects with Croatia

COIN-programme
national programme with several action lines,

including an action line for co-operation activities
with Southeastern/Eastern Europe

SEE (incl. Croatia)/EE: 1 call/Yr. is planned

Technology Initiative I
(2002-4)

Technology Initiative II
(2004-6/7)

Technology Initiative III
(2008-10)
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Basic mission

- Identification and exploitation of
Win-Win-Potentials

- along a broad spectrum between research and 
innovation

- RTDI-orientation = sustainability
- contribution to foster innovativeness of enterprise sector 

through collaboration

focus of BMWA-activities

pure research pure innovationbridge between science and industry,
incl. technology transfer sustainable multplicator effects!

COIN: stricter in requiring technological content
(no mere „networking“)
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The Win-Win-Situation

1. Optimized combination of 
Know-How- and factor cost
compontents in the
internationalised production
chain = better common
position in the world market

2. Complementarisation of 
research/testing/technolocy
capacities (non-duplication)

3. Newly emerging „growth 
poles“ need stimulative
external inputs

4. Participation in the rapid 
growth of central/eastern/ 
southeastern European 
„growth poles“

5. Market aspects
6. particular chances for SME-

sector due to geographic
proximity
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CIR-CE: Network projects and Innovation 
projects

S&T-projects
(product/process
development), technology 
transfer, exploitation, 
organizational innovation; 
driving force:companies

Network formation (bi-
/trilaterally clustered
systems) for the benefit of 
technology oriented
enterprises (companies
actively included)

Innovation projects
(funding max. 
400.000 €)

Network projects
(funding max. 
150.000 €)

COIN: both „project types“ should be covered 
(though: no „mere“ networking), but no formal distinction 

into project categories
maximum funding € 500.000,- per project
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CIR-CE: potential applicants

� Technological intermediaries, such as
� technology parks, science parks (= „impulse centers“)
� technologically oriented Clusters
� Centers of Competence
� Co-operative Research Institutes
(typical in case of network projects)

� Research Institution with intermediary function (e.g. technology transfer 
office of University, etc.)

� enterprise (typically in case of innovation projects)

Integration of all important players of a modern in novation system!

Applicants are always from Austria! 
Co-operation with „pendant“ institutions from partne r countries

Will be continued in COIN
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CIR-CE: Funding for partners in 
Southeastern/Eastern Europe

- same rules as for Austrian applicants
- project with 1 partner country: max. 25 % of total 

funding (minimum: 15 %)
- project with 2 partner countries: max. 35 % of 

funding
- project with 3 or more partner countries: max. 40 

% of funding

will in principle be continued in COIN, details not yet 
determined (between 15 and 40 %)

Partner Countries in COIN: only Southeastern Europe 
(including Croatia) and Eastern Europe
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CIR-CE – first and second call; project 
categories – selected projects

Network
projects
Innovation
projects11

3

7 6

First call (2005) Second call (2006/7)

Total funding: 2 M€, of which
- Innovation projects 0,8 M€
- Network projects 1,2 M€

Total funding: 2,6 M€, of which
- Innovation projects: 1,8 M€
- Network projects: 0,8 M€
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CIR-CE – First and second Call
Thematic priorities – funded projects

Food; 1

Wood; 1
IT (incl. Transp. 
Telematics); 3

Materials/Processes/
Automotive; 12

Energy/Environment; 
10

Food

Energy/Environment

Wood

IT (incl. Transp. Telematics)

Materials/Processes/Automotive

Total: 27 projects
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CIR-CE, First Call, selected projects,
partners breakdown:

��������	
�	��
��� ����

�����
�� ���

�
����� �����������	�����
���
��	����

�������� �

!�"���� �#�

$	
%��&'���	�	�
����(�

$����)�� �* �
�������	� ����� �
��	����

$���	��� �*��

��	�+ !	��%��� ����

�����
, ����

���������	
Austrian partners: total 120
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CIR-CE-projects with Croatia / 1

1. CEXIM-PLAST (Call 1, network project) – North-South axes of 
growth in the field of product design and tooling for injection 
moulding of plastics: 

A. Applicant: Material Cluster Styria
B. total: 16 partners (AT, SI, HR, PL, SK)
C. 3 enterprise partners from Croatia

2. SENAI (Call1, network project) – South-East-European Network of 
Automotive Industry:

A. Applicant: AC Styria
B. total: 15 partners (AT, SI, HR, SR)
C. 3 Croatian partners (2 enterprises)
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CIR-CE-projects with Croatia / 2

1. NIR-CE (Call 1, network project) – Network for Innovation and 
Research in Central and Eastern Europe

A. Applicant: European Center for Renewable Energy Güssing (EEE 
GmbH)

B. total: 8 partners (AT, HR)
C. 4 Croatian partners (all from Varazdin region, 3 enterprise partners)
D. renewable energy center Varazdin, comprehensive regional 

concept (Güssing region as model)
2. REGENER (Call 2, network project) – Reducing greenhouse 

emissions by networking of enterprises and researchers
A. Applicant: University of Graz, Technology Transfer Centre
B. total: 15 partners (AT, HR, BG)
C. 4 Croatian partners (Uni Rijeka, 3 enterprise partners)
D. strategic tech-trans-solutions heating/cooling, photovoltaics, 

biomass

No „innovation project“ with Croatia so far!
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the COIN-programme

- a national programme
- combination of several previously independent programmes („streamlining“ of 

Austrian funding landscape
- programme management: FFG, ministerial responsibility: BMWA and BMVIT
- two main project categories:

- fostering R&D-oriented R&D-capacities (1 call/year, „Aufbauprojekte“)
(no consortia project; applicant = institute)

- Co-operation and Network projects (2 calls/year)
(mandatorily consortia projects; Enterprises, particularly SMEs,
Intermediaries, R&D-institutes)

- International partners can, in principle, be included (if appropriate for Austrian 
enterprise participants

- specific co-operation areas can be determined at certain COIN-calls – Win-
Win-potential/complementarisation as a prerequisit: funding for foreign 
partners can systematically be included

- Specific co-operation area Southeastern/Eastern Eur ope planned 
for 2008-10 (with 2-3 call deadlines open for co-operation with this 
region during this period)

The COIN-programme
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Regional emphasis  
COIN/focus southeast/east 2008-10:

� Southeastern Europe (incl. Croatia, and also 
Romania/Bulgaria): „enforcing“

� Eastern Europe (incl. „Black Sea Region“): 
„phasing in“

� Central Europe: „phasing out“ (and „common 
phasing in“ into „ERA-instruments“)
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ERA-Instruments with direct relevance (with 
respect to the CIR-CE/COIN-approach)

� programmes which foster research co-operation and application 
of research results particularly for SMEs

� FP7: subprogramme „Research for the benefit of SMEs
� Research for SMEs
� Research for SME-associations

� SME-oriented ERA-Nets:
� ERA-SME
� CORNET
� (EUROTRANSBIO…)

� EUREKA
� EUROSTARS (Art. 169-initiative)

Several Central European Countries (e.g. Slovenia, Czech 
Republic, Hungary) already well integrated into these 
transnational instruments
Integration of South Eastern Europe is still a challenge
(SEE-ERA-Net plays an important role)
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Contact:

Georg Panholzer
Federal Ministry of Economics and Labour
Unit for International Technology and Innovation
Austrian Delegate to FP7 Programme „Research for the benefit of SMEs“
Tel. +43 1 71100 5803
georg.panholzer@bmwa.gv.at
www.bmwa.gv.at/cir-ce

CIR-CE Programme Management:
FFG – Austrian Research Promotion Agency
Ulrike Kainz: Tel. +43 5 77 55 – 2403
ulrike.kainz@ffg.at
CIR-CE Homepage: www.cir-ce.at – documents available in English and German !

Next Call (within the framework of new COIN-progamm e) to be expected for autumn 2008


