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Minimum conditions for participationMinimum conditions for participation

•• 3 independent participants from 3 independent participants from 3 different Member States (MS) or Associated countries 3 different Member States (MS) or Associated countries 

(Ac)(Ac)

�� Member States (MS): EU 27Member States (MS): EU 27

�� Associated countries (Ac): Associated countries (Ac): EU non member countries associated to FP7, EU non member countries associated to FP7, 

ieie, Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway, Switzerland, Israel, Turkey, C, Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway, Switzerland, Israel, Turkey, Croatia and roatia and 

Serbia*Serbia*

Provided this minimum has been achieved, Provided this minimum has been achieved, any number of additional participants from other any number of additional participants from other 

countries can be includedcountries can be included

•• Natural personsNatural persons may participatemay participate

•• Sole participantsSole participants composed of members that meet the criteria above can participatcomposed of members that meet the criteria above can participatee

•• JRCJRC may participate and is deemed to be from a different MS or Ac (may participate and is deemed to be from a different MS or Ac (same principles for same principles for 

international European interest organisationsinternational European interest organisations; and entities established under Community ; and entities established under Community 

law, law, egeg, a European Economic Interest Grouping), a European Economic Interest Grouping)

•• Additional conditionsAdditional conditions can be established by the work programme (WP) or specific can be established by the work programme (WP) or specific 

programme (SP) (e.g. specific cooperation activities dedicated tprogramme (SP) (e.g. specific cooperation activities dedicated to ICPC)o ICPC)

** list regularly updated at : list regularly updated at : http://cordis.europa.eu/inco/agreements_fp7_en.htmlhttp://cordis.europa.eu/inco/agreements_fp7_en.html
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Minimum conditions for participationMinimum conditions for participation

�� Collaborative projects for specific international cooperation acCollaborative projects for specific international cooperation actions (SICA) dedicated tions (SICA) dedicated 

to to international cooperation partner countries (ICPC)international cooperation partner countries (ICPC) identified in WP identified in WP –– minimum is minimum is 4 4 

participantsparticipants of which 2 in different MS or Ac and 2 in different ICPC countrof which 2 in different MS or Ac and 2 in different ICPC countries unless ies unless 

otherwise foreseen in work programmeotherwise foreseen in work programme

The list of ICPC countries is given in annex 1 of the work progrThe list of ICPC countries is given in annex 1 of the work programmeamme

�� Frontier research actions (ERC):Frontier research actions (ERC): at least at least 1 legal entity1 legal entity established in a MS or ACestablished in a MS or AC

�� Coordination and support actionsCoordination and support actions and actions in favour of training and career and actions in favour of training and career 

development of researchers: development of researchers: minimum of 1 legal entityminimum of 1 legal entity ((except actions to coordinate except actions to coordinate 

research activitiesresearch activities))

�� Participation of Participation of international organisationsinternational organisations and participants from and participants from third countriesthird countries

possible if in addition to minimapossible if in addition to minima
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Collaborative ProjectsCollaborative Projects

�� Activities in a largeActivities in a large--scale (Integrating) Collaborative Project may coverscale (Integrating) Collaborative Project may cover

�� Research and technological developmentResearch and technological development

�� Demonstration Demonstration 

�� Training activitiesTraining activities

�� Innovation linked activitiesInnovation linked activities

�� Management of the consortiumManagement of the consortium

�� Activities in a small and mediumActivities in a small and medium--scale (Focused) Collaborative  Project scale (Focused) Collaborative  Project 

may covermay cover

�� Research and technological developmentResearch and technological development

�� Demonstration Demonstration 

�� Management of the consortiumManagement of the consortium
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Networks of Excellence (Networks of Excellence (NoEsNoEs))

�� Activities in an Activities in an NoENoE may covermay cover

�� Joint programme of activities (JPA)Joint programme of activities (JPA)

�� Integrating activitiesIntegrating activities

�� Joint research programmeJoint research programme

�� Spreading of excellenceSpreading of excellence

�� Management of the consortiumManagement of the consortium
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Coordination and Support actionsCoordination and Support actions

�� Activities in a Coordination action may coverActivities in a Coordination action may cover

�� Networking, coordination and dissemination activitiesNetworking, coordination and dissemination activities

�� Management of the consortiumManagement of the consortium

�� Coordination actions do not Coordination actions do not conductconduct S&T S&T researchresearch !!

�� Activities in a Support action may coverActivities in a Support action may cover

�� Conferences, seminars, working groups and expert groups; StudiesConferences, seminars, working groups and expert groups; Studies, , 

analysis;analysis;

�� Fact findings and monitoring; Preparatory technical work, includFact findings and monitoring; Preparatory technical work, including feasibility ing feasibility 

studies; Development of research or innovation strategies;studies; Development of research or innovation strategies;

�� High level scientific awards and competitions; High level scientific awards and competitions; 

�� Operational support, data access and dissemination, information Operational support, data access and dissemination, information and and 

communication activitiescommunication activities

�� Management of the consortium Management of the consortium (Support actions do not (Support actions do not conductconduct S&T S&T 

researchresearch !)!)
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Forms of grantsForms of grants

�� Reimbursement of eligible costs as the preferred methodReimbursement of eligible costs as the preferred method, particularly at the , particularly at the 

beginning of FP7beginning of FP7

�� Flat ratesFlat rates: a percentage for indirect costs or : a percentage for indirect costs or scales of unit costsscales of unit costs

�� Lump sum amounts Lump sum amounts :: in particular as option in particular as option for participants from ICPCfor participants from ICPC and, if and, if 

provided for by work programme, provided for by work programme, for for NoEsNoEs

�� Combination possible Combination possible (will be used for ERANET(will be used for ERANET--PLUS)PLUS)

�� FormsForms of of grantsgrants to to bebe usedused are are specifiedspecified in WP/calls for in WP/calls for proposalsproposals

�� ICPC participants ICPC participants maymay optopt for lump for lump sumsum financingfinancing



Source: European CommissionSource: European Commission

Reimbursement of eligible costsReimbursement of eligible costs

�� Cost Cost reportingreporting modelsmodels eliminatedeliminated

�� Participants charge direct and indirect Participants charge direct and indirect eligibleeligible costscosts

�� Average personnel costsAverage personnel costs accepted if: accepted if: (new)(new)

�� Consistent with the management principles and accounting practicConsistent with the management principles and accounting practices es 

�� andand

�� they do not significantly differ from actual personnel costs= ifthey do not significantly differ from actual personnel costs= if identified identified 

according to a methodology approved by the Commissionaccording to a methodology approved by the Commission

�� ReceiptsReceipts takentaken intointo accountaccount atat the end of the the end of the projectproject

�� Interest from preInterest from pre--financing financing 
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Indirect CostsIndirect Costs
�� For all beneficiaries: For all beneficiaries: 

Either on Either on 

�� real overheads real overheads 

�� simplified method: simplified method: only ifonly if lack of analytical accountinglack of analytical accounting oror legal requirements legal requirements 

to use a formto use a form cashcash--based accountingbased accounting prevents detailed cost allocation; in prevents detailed cost allocation; in 

accordance with usual accounting and management principles (certaccordance with usual accounting and management principles (certification ification 

of methodology possible)of methodology possible)

�� flat rate of 20%flat rate of 20% of direct costs minus subcontracting and 3rd parties not used of direct costs minus subcontracting and 3rd parties not used 

on the premises of the beneficiaryon the premises of the beneficiary

But:But:

�� Non profit Public Bodies, Secondary and Higher Education establiNon profit Public Bodies, Secondary and Higher Education establishments, shments, 

Research Organisations and Research Organisations and SMEsSMEs unable to identify real indirect costsunable to identify real indirect costs, may , may 

apply for apply for a flat rate of 60% for a flat rate of 60% for funding schemes with RTDfunding schemes with RTD..

�� For Coordination and Support Actions limit For Coordination and Support Actions limit of 7% of  direct eligible costs of 7% of  direct eligible costs (minus (minus 

subcontracting and costs made available by 3rd parties which aresubcontracting and costs made available by 3rd parties which are not used on not used on 

the premises of the beneficiary).the premises of the beneficiary).
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Maximum funding ratesMaximum funding rates

�� Research and technological development activitiesResearch and technological development activities –– up to up to 50%50% of of 

eligible costs except for: Public bodies, Secondary and higher eeligible costs except for: Public bodies, Secondary and higher education ducation 

establishments, Research organisations (nonestablishments, Research organisations (non--profit), profit), SMEsSMEs–– up to up to 75%75%

�� Demonstration activitiesDemonstration activities –– up to up to 50%50% of eligible costsof eligible costs

�� Other activities (management, etc)Other activities (management, etc) –– up to up to 100%100%

�� Coordination and support actionsCoordination and support actions –– up to up to 100% (100% (Flat rate indirect costs: Flat rate indirect costs: 

7%)7%)

� Frontier research actions (IDEAS): up to 100%

� Training and career development of researchers actions (PEOPLE): up to 

100%
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No financial collective responsibilityNo financial collective responsibility

Guarantee FundGuarantee Fund

The financial The financial responsibilityresponsibility of each participant shall be of each participant shall be 
limited to its own debtlimited to its own debt..

However, there is However, there is ““technical responsibilitytechnical responsibility”” to carry out the to carry out the 

project jointly and severally project jointly and severally visvis--aa--visvis the Commissionthe Commission

In order to manage the In order to manage the risk associated with nonrisk associated with non--recovery of recovery of 
sumssums due to the Community, the Commission will due to the Community, the Commission will 
establish and operate a participant establish and operate a participant Guarantee FundGuarantee Fund..
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Guarantee FundGuarantee Fund

�� The The contribution to the Fund by a participantcontribution to the Fund by a participant to an indirect action to an indirect action 

shall shall not exceed 5 %not exceed 5 % of the Community financial contribution due of the Community financial contribution due 

to the participantto the participant

At the At the end of the actionend of the action the amount contributed to the Fund the amount contributed to the Fund shall be shall be 

returned to the participantreturned to the participant

�� Unless:Unless: the interest generated by the Fund is insufficient the interest generated by the Fund is insufficient 

to cover sums due to the Community, the to cover sums due to the Community, the Commission Commission 

may deduct* from the amount to be returned to a may deduct* from the amount to be returned to a 

participant a maximum of 1%participant a maximum of 1% of the Community financial of the Community financial 

contribution.contribution.

** not for public bodiesnot for public bodies, legal entities whose participation is , legal entities whose participation is 

guaranteed by a MS or an AC, and guaranteed by a MS or an AC, and higher and secondary higher and secondary 

education establishmentseducation establishments
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Guarantee FundGuarantee Fund

The The Commission will offsetCommission will offset, from the , from the initial preinitial pre--financing,financing, that it that it 
will pay to the consortium, the participants' contribution, will pay to the consortium, the participants' contribution, and and 
pay it on their behalf to the Fundpay it on their behalf to the Fund..

Where amounts are dueWhere amounts are due to the Community to the Community by a participantby a participant, the , the 
Commission may, either:Commission may, either:

(a) order the depositary bank to (a) order the depositary bank to directly transfer the amount directly transfer the amount 
from the Fund to the coordinatorfrom the Fund to the coordinator (if project is still on(if project is still on--going and going and 
the remaining participants agree to implementthe remaining participants agree to implement it to the it to the 
identical regarding its objectives), oridentical regarding its objectives), or

(b) (b) recoverrecover effectively the said effectively the said amount from the Fundamount from the Fund (should (should 
the the indirect action be terminatedindirect action be terminated oror already completed).already completed).
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Payment modalitiesPayment modalities

�� One One prepre--financing financing (upon entry into force) for the whole duration(upon entry into force) for the whole duration

will be agreed during negotiations (for projects with more than will be agreed during negotiations (for projects with more than 2 periods 2 periods 

= around 160 % of average funding per period;= around 160 % of average funding per period;

Average = total EC contribution/nr of periods)Average = total EC contribution/nr of periods)

�� Interim paymentsInterim payments based on financial statements based on financial statements (EC contribution= (EC contribution= 

amounts justified & accepted * funding rate)amounts justified & accepted * funding rate)

�� RetentionRetention (10%(10%-- released with final payment)released with final payment)

�� Final paymentFinal payment
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Thank you for your attentionThank you for your attention


